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‘Environmental information or context covers information
that is part of an application’s operating environment and
that can be sensed by the application. This typically includes
the location, identity, activity and state of people, groups
and objects.

Context may also be related to places or the computing
environment. Places such as buildings and rooms can be
fitted with sensors that provide measurements of physical
variables such as temperature or lighting. Finally, an
application may sense its software and hardware
environment to detect, for example, the capability of nearby
resources’.
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e Use of rich context for specifying reminders, beyond
simple time and location and for proactively determining
when to deliver them;

e Ability for users and third parties to submit reminders;

e Ability to create reminders using a variety of input

devices;

e Ability to receive reminders using a variety of devices,
appropriate to the user’s situation;

e Use of reminders that include both a signal that something
is to be remembered and a full description of what is to
remembered;

< Example Reminders >

Natural
Situation language CyberMinder description
description
Time 9:45 am Expiration field: 9:45 am
Location Forecast is for rain City=Atlanta,
and bob is leaving WeatherForecast=Rain
home Username=Bob, Location=Bob’s
front door
Co-location Sally and colleague | Username=sally, Location=*1
are co-located Username=Bob, Location=*1
Complex Stock price of X is stockName=X, Stockprice>50
#1 over $50, Bob is username=Bob, Location=*1
alone and has free Location=*1, OccupantSize=1
time Username=Bob, Freetime>30
Complex Sally is in her Username=Sally, Location=
#2 office has some Sally’s office
free time, and her Username=Sally, Freetime=60
friend is not busy Username=Tom,
ActivityLevel=low

www.davidndanny.com

<Source: Future Computing Environments (FCE) Group>
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